1. [Jeremiah 10:3] For the customs of the people are vain:
2. [2 Thessalonians 2:15a ─ And hold the traditions which ye have
been taught:] meaning the truths of the Gospel, which may be called
traditions, because they are delivered from one to another.
 the Gospel was first delivered by God the Father to Jesus Christ,
as Mediator,
 and by him to his apostles,
 and by them to the churches of Christ.
3. [2 Thessalonians 2:15b ─ whether by word, or our epistle.]
 Do all things in the “name (authority; Strong # 3686) of the
Lord.” [Colossians 3:17]
a). [1 Peter 4:11a] If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles
of God;
b). [1 Peter 4:11c] that God in all things may be glorified through
Jesus Christ,

Lesson Fourteen
SWEET TASTE ── BITTER BELLY
“SWEET THINGS THAT MAY UPSET OUR
<Rev. 10:8-10> STOMACH” <Psa. 119:103, 104>
 Our conversation with God ─ Reading & Prayer
 More respect when we talk than when God talks.
[Rev. 10:8-10] And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me
again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the
angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. [9] And I went unto
the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me,
Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy
mouth sweet as honey. [10] And I took the little book out of the angel's hand,
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and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had
eaten it, my belly was bitter.
 [It was in my mouth sweet as honey] - There was in it some pleasing
and some unpleasing, intelligence.
1. I read of the consolations and protection of the true worshippers of
God, and did rejoice.
2. I read of the persecutions of the Church, and was distressed.
[Psa. 119:103-104] How sweet are thy words unto my taste Yea, sweeter than
honey to my mouth! [104] Through thy precepts I get understanding:
Therefore I hate every false way.

• Here is:
1. The pleasure and delight David took in God’s Word.
a). There is such a thing as “spiritual taste”, an inward savour of
divine things.
b). An evidence of them to ourselves, by experience, that we cannot
give to others. [John 4:42]
c). To this “scripture-taste” the Word of God is sweeter than any
of the gratifications of the senses.
2. The profit and advantage he gained by the Word of God.
a). It helped him to a good head: [Vs. 104] Through thy precepts I
get understanding: (to discern between truth and falsehood)
b). It helped him to a good heart. [Vs. 104b] Therefore, because I
have understanding, “I hate every false way.”
3. Those who hate sin will hate all sin ─ will hate every false way ─
because every false way leads to destruction!
4. The more understanding we get, by the Word of God, the more
rooted our hatred for sin will be.
 [Job 28:28] … to depart from evil is understanding.
 [Prov. 14:12] There is a way which seemeth right unto a
man; But the end thereof are the ways of death.
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[Isa. 8:20] To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no light in them.
LIGHT = Strong # 7837 shachar (shakh'-ar); from 7836; dawn; morning
…
[DRB] To the law rather, and to the testimony. And if they speak not
according to this word, they shall not have the morning light.
[ASV] To the law and to the testimony! if they speak not according to this
word, surely there is no morning for them.
 “To the teaching of God and to the testimony! If they do not accord with
this word, they are a people for whom no morning dawns.” [K&D] (No
understanding; or possibly meaning: no eternal morning light!)
[John 3:19] And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world,
and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their works were evil.

I. THE LAW OF SEPARATION: [2 Cor. 6:14-18]
 [14] Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship have
righteousness and iniquity? or what communion hath light with
darkness?
 [15] And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what portion hath a
believer with an unbeliever?
BELIAL = Strong # 955 of Hebrew origin [1100]; worthlessness;
Belial, as an epithet of Satan:
CONCORD = Strong # 4857 sumphonesis (soom-fo'-nay-sis); from
4856; accordance, agreement …
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 [16] And what agreement hath a temple of God with idols? for we are a
temple of the living God; even as God said, I will dwell in them, and
walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
 [17] Wherefore Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, And touch no unclean thing; And I will receive you,
 [18] And will be to you a Father, And ye shall be to me sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

II. THE LAW OF INFLUENCE:
1. [1 COR. 8:10-12] About wounding the week:
 [10] For if a man see thee who hast knowledge sitting at meat in
an idol's temple, will not his conscience, if he is weak, be
emboldened to eat things sacrificed to idols?
 [11] For through thy knowledge he that is weak perisheth, the
brother for whose sake Christ died.
 [12] And thus, sinning against the brethren, and wounding their
conscience when it is weak, ye sin against Christ.
2. Abstaining from “evil.” [1 Thess. 5: 22]
 [KJV] Abstain from all appearance of evil.
 [ASV] abstain from every form of evil.
APPEARANCE = Strong # 1491 eidos (i'-dos) = form …
EVIL = Strong # 4190 poneros (pon-ay-ros');from a derivative of
4192; hurtful, i.e.: in effect or influence, and thus differing
from 2556, which refers rather to character …
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III. CONCERNING CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS:
1. [Jeremiah 10:3] For the customs of the peoples are vanity ……
2. [2 Thess. 2:15a] So then, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions
which ye were taught …
 Meaning the truths of the gospel, which is called “traditions”
because it was passed down from one to another.
1. The gospel was first delivered by God, the Father, to Jesus
Christ, as mediator, [John 14:10]
2. From Christ, to the Holy Spirit, [John 16:13b -14]
3. From the Holy Spirit, to the Apostles, [John 16:13a; Acts
2:4ff]
4. And by the Apostles, to the churches of Christ.
3. [2 Thess. 2:15b] whether by word, or our epistle.
 [Colossians 3:17] …… do all in the name (authority; Strong #
3686) of the Lord Jesus …
 [1 Peter 4:11] If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of
God ……that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus
Christ ……

IV. HOLIDAY CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS:
VALENTINES DAY
1. Va1entines Day is associated with an ancient Roman festival which was
called LUPERCALIA.
2. LUPERCALIA was an important religious festiva1 in ancient Rome,
originally honoring Lupercus, a pastoral god of the Italians.
 It was celebrated on February 15.
 Priests sacrificed a dog and several goats in the LUPERCAL, a
cave in the Palatine Hill.
 Priests made whips from the hides of the sacrificed goats.
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 Two young men ran around the Palatine Hill, striking women with
the whips.
a). The Romans believed that women struck by the whips would
become fertile.
World Book Encyclopedia, Volume 12, page 457;
Volume 20, pages 203 & 204 -1977)
Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 99© 1993 ─ 1998
Microsoft Corporation

HALLOWEEN:
Associated with Samhain
1. Samhain: a Celtic pagan religion, known as Druidism.
2. Belief: the spirits of those who had died in the preceding year roamed the
earth on Samhain evening.
3. The Celts sought to ward off these spirits with offerings of food and
drink. They also built bonfires at sacred hilltop sites and performed
rituals, often involving human and animal sacrifices, to honor Druid
deities.
 [Deut. 12:2] Ye shall surely destroy all the places wherein the
nations that ye shall dispossess served their gods, upon the high
mountains, and upon the hills, and under every green tree:
During the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, from which Halloween was
derived, Druids burned huge sacrificial wooden effigies known as wicker
men atop sacred hilltop sights. The wicker men were sometimes filled with
animals, prisoners of war, criminals, and other sacrifices to Druid deities.
About witches ─ God’s attitude:
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1. [Exodus 22:18] Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.
2. [Deut. 18:10-12 BBE]
 [10] Let there not be seen among you anyone who makes his
son or his daughter go through the fire, or anyone using
secret arts, or a maker of strange sounds, or a reader of
signs, or any wonder-worker,
 [11] Or anyone using secret force on people, or putting
questions to a spirit, or having secret knowledge, or going to
the dead for directions.
 [12] For all who do such things are disgusting to the Lord;
and because of these disgusting things the Lord your God is
driving them out before you.
Concerning works of darkness:
1. [Eph. 5:8-11]
 [8] You used to be like people living in the dark, but now
you are people of the light because you belong to the Lord.
So act like people of the light
 [9] and make your light shine. Be good and honest and
truthful,
 [10] as you try to please the Lord.
 [11] Don't take part in doing those worthless things that are
done in the dark. Instead, show how wrong they are.
{WORTHLESS} See: [2 Cor. 6:15] “Belial” = worthless.
 A BIT OF HISTORY:
1. In the 8th century, Pope Gregory III had the Roman Catholic
festival honoring the dead moved to November 1st.

In reality, then, Halloween was at first a pagan
festival, which was later converted into a
Roman Catholic festival.
 ALL SAINTS DAY:
1. Halloween falls on the eve of “All Saints Day.”
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2. “All Saints Day” was established by the Catholic church, in the
9th century, to honor “Christian Saints¹”. (¹What is a sinner
Saint?)
3. “All Souls Day” was established, by the Catholic church, in the
10th century, to help purify the spirits of the dead². (² Read: John
5:28-29) Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, [29] And shall come
forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

EASTER
{Passover in most translations}
 Easter ─ Only in the KJV [Acts 12:4] “Pascha” Strong # 3957 =
“Passover.”
1. The Passover,To be kept “throughout their generation.” [Exodus
12:14]
2. We are not under the law. [Romans 6:14]

CHRISTMAS -------------- Christ ─ Mass
1. Mass -------- Catholic worship; esp. communion services.
2. In the 5th century the catholic church ordered that it be kept on the day
of the feast of the birth of “Sol”, the god of light and wisdom.

REVEALED

Deut. 29:29
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NOT REVEALED

° Jesus was born. [Luke 2]
° His birth brought good news and
great joy [Luke 2:10]
° Events of His birth were important
enough to have been recorded.
° the better part of four charters given
to detail His birth.
° Isaiah told of a virgin birth.
° Micah told where He would be
born.
° They were important enough for
Heaven to send “host of angels.

Some Christmas Myths:
° Santa Clause: from St. Nicholas, 4th
century Bishop of Myra, in Asia
Minor.
° Santa down a chimney: Norse
legend that the goddess Hertha
appeared in the fireplas and brought
good luck to the home.
° Fir trimmed suit & reindeer pulled
sleigh: Created by Clement C.
Moore, in 1822, author of “Twas
The Night Bwefore Christmas”.

Two Biblical birthday celebrations:
1. One was for Pharoah <Genesis 40:20-23>
2. The other for Herod <Matthew 14:6; Mark 6:21>.
 Pharoah celebrated his birthday by hanging his chief baker.



Herod celebrated his by being enticed by a lewd woman to order the
beheading of John the Baptist.
3. There is nothing at all about the birthdate of the King of Kings, the
Prince of Peace.

KWANZAA
Maulana Karenga: California Nationalist, head of a revolutionary group who,
along with Stokley Carmichael, wanted to end all ties with white activists.
1. The seven principles:
o Unity
o Self Determination
o Collective Work and Responsibility
o Cooperative Economics
o Purpose
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o Creativity
o Faith
 Each of these, though they may be Kwanzaa Principles are
first of all Bible Principles.
 Let us be careful not to credit Maulana Karenga with
principles first given by the Lord.
 We will do well to emphasize these principles in the
context of the church.
 A couple of innovations included in the celebration:
1. First: the lighting of the candles:
° Ms. Harris states in her book, on page 9, "The
candleholder, symbolizes our ancestors.
° In the early Kwanzaa celebrations, the candleholder was used to symbolize the firstborn, the
one who is at the beginning of our people and
our principles."
° This is getting very close to "ancestor
worship!,"
° It is almost obviously ascribing to our ancestor
the position of Jesus as "firstborn and the
beginning." <Col. 1:15 - 18>
2. Second: communal cup of unity:

° Here, Ms. Harris says, the communal cup of unity
symbolizes the unity of all people of African decent.

°

It is used to pour the libation to the four cardinal
points in the honor of our ancestors, and also is
passed among the celebrants of the holiday as a sign
of solidarity.

°

Libation ٭is defined, both by Webster and the
Bible as: The ritual of pouring out wine or oil
upon the ground as a sacrifice to a god. <Exodus
29:40-41 ; Phi.2:17 RSV>.

° As for the "Communal Cup", see <1 Cor. 10:16>.
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The seventh principle of Kwanza, Imani (faith), encourages one to
believe with “all our heart” in God’s creatures (family members/ancestors)
rather than the creator. This violates the teaching of the Holy Bible. For
Christians are commanded to believe in Christ with all our heart, Acts
8:36-37; Not to love anyone, even family more than Christ, Matthew
10:37; also see Deuteronomy 6:5, 22:37; Romans 9:33; 1Peter 2:6 and
Hebrews 11:6 for further study of the Biblical principles that condemn
these traditions/customs and prohibit christians from participating in
them.

54

