Lesson Six
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ABOUT EASTER: WHAT IS IT?
The name "Easter" I found nowhere in the Bible, save in the King James
version. Although the same word, "pascha" (pas’-khah) is used twenty eight
time in the King James New Testament, it is translated "Passover" twenty
seven times and "Easter" only once, and that in <Acts 12:4>. Most all other
versions translate the word "Passover". Note the following versions and their
translations in this verse:
 [(KJV) Acts 12:4]: And when he had apprehended him, he put him in
prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him;
intending after “Easter” to bring him forth to the people.
 [(NAS) Acts 12:4]: "after the Passover"
 [(NIV) Acts 12:4]: "after the Passover"
 [(NKJ) Acts 12:4]: "after Passover"
 [(ASV) Acts 12:4]: "after the Passover"
 [(NWT) Acts 12:4]: "after the Passover"
 [(DRB) Acts 12:4]: "after the pasch"
As indicated above, the word translated Easter in this passage (only in the
KJV), is "pascha". The translators of the Douay Rheims version declined to
translate the word, and simply used the original Greek word. (For verification
of the definition, see: (Strong's New Exhaustive Concordance with
Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary, # 3957)
ABOUT THE PASSOVER:
The Passover was instituted by God, as a memorial to Israel's deliverance
from Egyptian bondage <Exodus 12:3-10>. It was an Old Testament
memorial, a part of the law which was to be done away <2 Cor. 3:6-14>. Paul
admonishes:
 Don't return into bondage: <Galatians 4:9-11> But now, after that
ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again
to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be
in bondage? [10] "Ye observe days",_and months, and times, and
years. [11] I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour
in vain.
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 The old law has been abolished: <Ephesians 2: 14-15> For he is our
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall
of partition between us; [15] Having abolished in his flesh the enmity,
even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in
himself of twain one new man, so making peace,.
 You are not under the law: <Romans 6: 14> For sin shall not have
dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
The New Testament speaks of Christ as our Passover <1 Corinthians
5:7>. After all: He was sacrificed for our deliverance from bondage in sin
<Matthew 26:26-28>. We are taught to remember His sacrifice each first day
of the week.
 The disciples of the first century "broke bread" on the first day of the
week. <Acts 20:7>
 The bread that we break is the communion of Christ's body. <1
Corinthians 10:16>
 This is done in remembrance of Christ's death. <1 Corinthians 11 :26>
 In the light of this, we must celebrate the death of our Passover
(Christ) every first day of the week, rather than once a year, as the
Israelites did their Passover.
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